Dune Restoration Trust of New Zealand

Annual Conference - Piha - March 2009

From March 18th to 20th 2009 Piha Coastcare will have the privilege of hosting the Annual Conference of the Dune Restoration Trust of New Zealand.

The 2009 Conference, which is being held in the beautifully located and renovated Piha Surf Club, will provide an opportunity for attendees from all over New Zealand to hear about the larger processes that shape our coastline, as well as the beach and dune management projects that are helping to preserve and restore local dune systems.
Dunes Conferences have a very special flavour due to the combination of volunteer CoastCare groups and professional scientists, consultants and representatives from local bodies.  Guest speakers will represent the best expertise in coastal and dune processes and management, and volunteer groups will report on their various challenges and achievements.  

In order to encourage as many community volunteers as possible to attend, conference fees for volunteers are kept very low ($50 for the whole conference).

Special Opportunity for Piha People:

While the whole conference will be of interest to Piha people, the Conference Organizers have arranged the programme so that Thursday March 19th is Piha Day.  The programme will include Professor Paul Kench, a Geomorphologist from Auckland University, talking about the larger forces controlling sand movement up and down the coast, Dr Mark Bellingham talking about back dune processes and in the afternoon, a field trip exploring dune processes, natural and modified, on Piha Beach.. 
If you would like further information about the Dunes Trust, the 2009 Conference, or Piha Coastcare, you could look at the Trust website www.dunestrust.org.nz or the Piha Coastcare Conference website 

http://www.pihabeach.co.nz/Piha---Dunes-Restoration-Trust-Conference-2009.htm  

Or you could contact any of the following people:

Dunes Trust – Natalie Miller info@dunestrust.org.nz (06) 836 5093

Piha Coastcare Coordinator – Pat La Roche tuivale@pl.net (09) 8128 202

Accommodation and Hospitality Coordinator – Bobbie Carroll bobbiec@attglobal.net  

(09) 8128 758

